THE COMPACT OF CAPE COD CONSERVATION TRUSTS, INC.

SUPPORTING CONSERVATION LAND ACQUISITION:

A Partnership of

The Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank 

Through  

The Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank Charitable Foundation Trust

and 

The Compact of Cape Cod Conservation Trusts, Inc.
Over the past 15 years, The Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank initiated a program to foster private conservation efforts in Barnstable County.  The Bank offered to sponsor land acquisition projects by the members of The Compact of Cape Cod Conservation Trusts.  The Bank's support has permitted several of those land trusts to protect important natural areas in their communities, rather than wait passively for land donations.  Since that time, the Bank has contributed significantly towards successful open space acquisitions by land trusts in almost every town on the Cape.

The Compact works with its member trusts to identify and evaluate properties that might be eligible for the Bank's conservation grant program.  Typically, The Compact then prepares an application for partial funding to acquire the parcel.  The Bank's assistance has taken several forms: low interest mortgage, challenge grant, cash contribution, and land donation.  The Bank has also subsidized The Compact's costs associated with its role in such land acquisition projects.  Since 1998, the Bank has issued its grants out of its separate Charitable Foundation Trust.

PROJECTS:

WINDMILL MEADOWS 

BREWSTER CONSERVATION TRUST

The Bank helped the Trust to buy this 1.2 acre field on the Old Kings Highway in 1988.  Residential development threatened to obscure the public's view of the historic Higgins Windmill when the Trust stepped in to preserve the site.  The Bank initiated the private fund drive by donating $10,000 towards the $145,000 purchase price.  The Bank also agreed to finance the purchase at an attractive interest rate.  The Trust, with help from the Brewster Historical Society,  raised $100,000 in private funds. Additional funding assistance was awarded by the Massachusetts Department of Public Works Open Space Program.

HEAD O' SESUIT CREEK

DENNIS CONSERVATION TRUST

In 1989 the Trust had an opportunity to purchase 3.5 acres of part of the headwaters Sesuit Creek in East Dennis.  The Bank agreed to donate the funds to effect the $6,500 bargain sale, while the Trust promised to set aside an equivalent amount of its own funds for future acquisitions.

WALNUT STREET WOODS

BARNSTABLE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

In 1989 the Bank donated a .67 acre parcel of woods to the Foundation, Barnstable's land trust.  Located at an intersection on busy Race Lane in Marstons Mills, the lot had been owned for several years by the Bank through a foreclosure proceeding.  Rather than sell the lot for potential development, the Bank recognized the opportunity to promote conservation in the Cape's largest town.  The Bank also paid off all outstanding obligations on the lot before donating it.

GREEN HILL FARM

YARMOUTH CONSERVATION TRUST

In 1990 the Yarmouth land trust completed its most ambitious project - acquisition of 34 acres of salt marsh on Lone Tree Creek and negotiation of a permanent conservation restriction on 33 acres of upland field and woods for the oldest continuous farm in the town.  The Bank provided $2,500 to enable the Trust to publish prints of an original painting of the farm as a fundraising tool.  

LITTLE RIVER, COTUIT

MARY BARTON LAND CONSERVATION TRUST

In 1991 the Bank contributed $7,500 towards the Barton Trust's $250,000 bargain sale purchase of 17 acres of field, woods and old bogs bordering 1,400 feet of the freshwater stream known as Little River in the Barnstable village of Cotuit.  A management plan is being designed to provide walking access from this property to the other 125 acres around nearby Eagle Pond owned by the Trust.

LOWER ROAD, BREWSTER

BREWSTER CONSERVATION TRUST

In 1991 the Bank donated three adjoining lots totalling two acres to the Trust.  These lots abut three other acres owned by the Trust and several more owned by the Town for conservation.  These lots protect the Freeman's Pond drainage system.

FULCHER CEDAR SWAMP
EASTHAM CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

In 1992 the Foundation acquired a 20-acre parcel on Governor Prence Road for $7,500.  The parcel includes red maple stands and an Atlantic white cedar swamp, creating a large unbroken expanse of diverse wetland habitat along Governor Prence Road.  The Cape Cod Five donated $6,250 towards the purchase, while The Compact's Cape Cod Land Fund provided a $1,250 short-term loan.

LITTLE SIPSON ISLAND, PLEASANT BAY

ORLEANS CONSERVATION TRUST

In 1992 the Trust made its first land purchase, negotiating a bargain sale of a 4.6 acre island for $150,000.  The island had been slated for redevelopment after the Halloween Storm of 1991 destroyed the old house there.  With a $5,000 grant from the Cape Cod Five, OCT was able to “undevelop” the island instead, including the removal of an old boathouse.

LEWIS MARSH

TRURO CONSERVATION TRUST

The first land purchase by this Trust preserved most of the magnificent scenic view over the blueberry swamp at the corner of Ryder Beach Road and Old County Road in South Truro.  In 1992 Cape Cod Five contributed $5,000 towards the $43,000 bargain sale price to the Trust.

SALTEN POINT, BARNSTABLE HARBOR
BARNSTABLE LAND TRUST, INC.

The Halloween Storm of 1991 uprooted the Cobb Boathouse off its pilings in the Rendezvous Creek Marsh in Barnstable Village.  The Barnstable Land Trust, Inc. worked in partnership with nearby residents to raise $30,000 to purchase the 3.75-acre parcel and dismantle the dilapidated structure in 1994.  The Cape Cod Five contributed $3,000 to this effort.

ROPES FIELD, COTUIT
MARY BARTON LAND CONSERVATION TRUST
In 1995 Cape Cod Five donated $3,000 towards the $150,000 purchase of this 1.9 acre meadow on a scenic corner of Putnam Avenue.  The Ropes Field is part of the 1780 Ebenezer Crocker Farm, one of the two historic farms still intact in the entire town of Barnstable.  

PAINES CREEK WOODLAND
BREWSTER CONSERVATION TRUST
In 1995 the Bank pledged $6,000 over three years to enable the Brewster Trust to purchase the 9-acre pine woodland, fronting 1,100 feet along Paines Creek Marsh, for $180,000.  Paines Creek is the mouth of Brewster's famous herring run and viewed by tens of thousands of visitors tot he adjacent Museum of Natural History each year.

SOUTH DENNIS HISTORIC  DISTRICT
DENNIS CONSERVATION TRUST

The Bank donated $2,000 in 1995-96 towards the Trust's $80,000 purchase of the 4-acre woodland between the South Dennis village green and the commercial strip along Route 134, providing a scenic buffer for the historic district.
BAYBERRY NECK - I (Ovian)
WELLFLEET CONSERVATION TRUST
The Wellfleet Conservation Trust's first purchase of land involved the bargain sale of a 0.74-acre marshfront building lot for $75,000, towards which the Bank awarded $6,000 in 1996.  The Trust's purchase leveraged a gift of an adjoining 5-acre parcel, comprising the entirety of this neck of coastal heathland and salt marsh, home to the rare diamondback terrapin, off Lieutenant Island Road.

COY'S BROOK WOODLAND - I (Stewart)

HARWICH CONSERVATION TRUST
In 1996 the Bank contributed $10,000 for the $225,000 purchase of the 16-acre woodland off Lothrop Avenue along the Herring River estuary in Harwich, the town's most important natural resource area.  This was the first purchase of land by the Harwich Conservation Trust and the community rallied strongly behind it.   

FRANCIS FARM
TRURO CONSERVATION TRUST

The Bank donated $2,500 of the $225,000 purchase price, enabling the Trust to purchase 5.95 acres of pine woods and heathland of this historic homestead in 1997.  The Trust was also able to secure agreement to limit development of the remaining 23 acres to four new homes, rather than the 22-lot subdivision that was intended, preserving a major land parcel in the Pamet River watershed.

BOLAND POND PARK

ORLEANS CONSERVATION TRUST
In 1997 the Bank pledged $5,000 over two years towards the purchase of a 3.05-acre downtown park on Route 6A for $48,000.  The Trust will keep open the public view to Boland Pond and install sitting benches and gardens in this busy commercial district.

BAYBERRY NECK - II (Frank)
WELLFLEET CONSERVATION TRUST
The Wellfleet Conservation Trust purchased a 1.73-acre marshfront building lot for $85,000, towards which the Bank awarded $2,000 in 1998.  The Trust's purchase adds to the adjoining 6-acre parcel previously acquired for conservation, comprising the entirety of this neck of coastal heathland and salt marsh, home to the rare diamondback terrapin, off Lieutenant Island Road.

COY'S BROOK WOODLAND - II (Hall)

HARWICH CONSERVATION TRUST
In 1998 the Bank contributed $3,000 for the $111,000 purchase of the 6.2-acre woodland on Lothrop Avenue along the Herring River estuary in Harwich, the town's most important natural resource area.  This acquisition abuts the 16-acre property purchased in 1997 by HCT and has maple swamp, beach plum thickets and pine woods.  It also abuts a 3.2 acre old cranberry bog donated to the HCT by the Hall family.

SAND HILL
BARNSTABLE LAND TRUST, INC.
The BLT was able to secure 26 acres of pine/oak woodland abutting 60 acres of town conservation land along the hilly moraine in West Barnstable for the bargain price of $25,000, to which the Bank contributed $5,000 in 1998.  This woodland abuts the Mid-Cape Highway, providing a scenic greenbelt and the Spruce Pond Road, an ancient colonial footpath still in use.

DRY HILL

BREWSTER CONSERVATION TRUST

In 1999 the Bank awarded $5,000 to the Trust for its 17-acre purchase of pine and oak woodlands for $105,000.  This parcel in West Brewster was strategic because it abutted a 50-acre conservation restriction held by the Trust and buffered that refuge from an encroaching subdivision.

QUASHNET RIVER, MASHPEE

ORENDA WILDLIFE LAND TRUST

Orenda partnered with the Town of Mashpee Land Bank and the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife to preserve an 18-acre parcel straddling the Quashnet River, a premier brook stream, at Route 151.  The Bank provided a $5,000 grant to Orenda in 2001 to enable it to purchase the 4 acres on the north end of the property.
CHASE GARDEN CREEK

DENNIS CONSERVATION TRUST

The Trust needed to raise $100,000 to supplement the $375,000 that the Town Land Bank had available to purchase this 8-acre parcel along the upstream, freshwater portion of the Creek.  A sum of  $5,000 came from the Bank in 2001 in order to preserve this stream in the historic New Boston part of town.  The parcel was once a pasture for the c. 1700 Great Sam Howes's Tavern.

CHASE BROOK PARK

YARMOUTH CONSERVATION TRUST

The Trust received $5,000 from the Bank in 2001 for its fund drive to raise $50,000 to help restore the old Rascal's Saloon site on Route 28 in West Yarmouth to a sitting park overlooking Mill Creek estuary.  This is the third partnership between the Town and Trust to create pocket parks along the strip.

PILGRIM SPRING WOODLANDS

WELLFLEET CONSERVATION TRUST

The Bank provided a $4,000 grant in 2001 to the Trust towards the costs of appraising the 8-acre Chavchavadze parcel, needed to secure state Self Help funding of $250,000 towards the $725,000 purchase made by the Town Land Bank.  This parcel, with the 7-acre parcel owned by Ziering to be acquired in 2003 by the Town, will double the size of the Fox Island Marsh Conservation Area, the largest town-owned upland conservation area.

WHISTLE PATH WOODS

PROVINCETOWN CONSERVATION TRUST

In 2001, the Bank gave the Trust $5,000 towards the ambitious $482,000 the Trust raised In private funds to supplement the Town Land Bank's $752,000 needed to buy the 7-acre Locke property In the East End for $1.48 million.  The property provides a connection to the Provincetown greenbelt and preserves interior maple swamps and public trails.  In 2002, the Bank provided a second $5,000 grant to help the Trust pay down a $25,000 final loan needed to close on the property.

MERCY LOWE PARCEL, MASHPEE

ORENDA WILDLIFE LAND TRUST

Orenda purchased a 50-acre tract at auction for $270,000.  It abutted the existing 80-acre sanctuary that Orenda had assembled in the Mashpee National Wildlife Refuge over the years.  In 2002 the Bank provided a $5,000 grant to Orenda to pay down the loan used to secure the land.

ROUTE 6 GREENBELT

TRURO CONSERVATION TRUST

The Bank gave the Trust $5,000 in 2002  towards the cost of the Trust's partnership with the Town Land Bank to preserve 8 acres of hillside and "undevelop" the Mobil gas station for $648,000.  A major goal of the Trust is to preserve the scenic beauty of the major arterial through the town.

DENNIS POND

YARMOUTH CONSERVATION TRUST

The Yarmouth Conservation Trust was the recipient of a $5,000 grant from the Bank in 2002 towards the $150,000 fund drive to help the Town of Yarmouth purchase 8.4 acres along the north shore of Dennis Pond at Willow Street.  This highly visible and popular swimming pond is also noteworthy as coastal plain pondshore habitat, one of the Cape's rare plant niches.  

FORT HILL MAPLE SWAMP

EASTHAM CONSERVATION FOUNDATION, INC.

Many people know of the boardwalk through the maple swamp in the National Seashore at Fort Hill.  Not many know, though, that the western end of the swamp is in private hands still.  The Bank provided $2,000 in 2002  to subsidize the necessary costs of surveying a new 4-acre parcel that will be donated to the Eastham Conservation Foundation to augment the protected area.

SESUIT NECK ROAD MEADOW

DENNIS CONSERVATION TRUST

In 2002, the Bank donated $5,000 towards the $20,000 purchase price of a perpetual conservation restriction on 22 acres of field, bog and marsh to be held by the Dennis Conservation Trust.  This property protects a beautiful scenic view of old farm fields and the head of Sesuit Creek n the historic district.

COONAMESSETT RIVER, FALMOUTH

THE 300 COMMITTEEE, INC.

The local land trust, known as the 300 Committee, was able to purchase seven acres along the banks of the Coonamessett River, a herring run and site of many town conservation lands and working cranberry bogs.   The Bank contributed $5,000 to the $150,000 purchase price in 2002.

BAYBERRY NECK - III (Koessel)
WELLFLEET CONSERVATION TRUST
The Wellfleet Conservation Trust has been very active along Lieutenant Island Road in South Wellfleet, helping to stitch together over 66 acres of marsh and upland near the intersection of Bayberry Lane.  In 2002 the Trust acquired an acre building lot for $100,000, a steep discount from appraised value, with the help of a $5,000 grant from the Bank.  This lot is next door to a similar lot to be purchased by the Town in 2003 for conservation; both provide a small but important linkage in the middle of the conservation lands, north and south.
2002 

The Foundation donated $5,000 to the Dennis Conservation Trust towards its costs associated with the receipt of a perpetual conservation restriction on the 22 acres of meadow and marsh along Sesuit Neck Road in East Dennis owned by William and Ruth Crowell.  This property protects a beautiful scenic view of old farm fields and the head of Sesuit Creek.

In Wellfleet, the Foundation donated $5,000 towards the $100,000 purchase of a marsh front lot on Lieutenant Island Road by the Wellfleet Conservation Trust.  The lot, along with an abutting one proposed for purchase by the Town Land Bank this spring, will connect a swath of 66 acres on either side of this scenic road.  

The Eastham Conservation Foundation was awarded $2,000 to help defray the costs of its acquisition of a 4-acre parcel containing the western end of the Fort Hill maple swamp.  This parcel is located at the busy intersection of Route 6 and Hemenway Road.

The Yarmouth Conservation Trust was the recipient of a $5,000 grant towards its $150,000 fund drive to help the Town purchase 8 acres along the north shore of Dennis Pond off Willow Street.

The Foundation gave $5,000 to The 300 Committee of Falmouth for its acquisition of a 7-acre parcel along the Coonamessett River, next to other town conservation land.
2003

The Foundation donated $5,000 to the Wellfleet Conservation Trust towards the purchase of six acres to be added to the Pilgrim Spring Woodlands Conservation Area.  This forested parcel will also provide an added loop trail for the public to use as part of the larger 35-acre town conservation area.  

The Barnstable Land Trust, Inc. was awarded $5,000 its part in the partnership to acquire the 60-acre Furman parcel along the Great Marsh in West Barnstable.  This important shorefront land will be acquired by the Town of Barnstable with funding and technical assistance from The Nature Conservancy, the Mass. Dept. of Conservation and Recreation, and the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  

The Yarmouth Conservation Trust was the recipient of a $5,000 grant towards its $100,000 fund drive with The Nature Conservancy to help the Town purchase 2 acres along the north shore of Dennis Pond off Willow Street.  This acquisition, to be considered at Spring Town Meeting, will help to round out the protection of the pond shore.  The Foundation also helped in the purchase of 9 acres along the pond early in 2003.

The Foundation gave $4,000 to Brewster Conservation Trust to assist the Town in its acquisition and restoration of the former Jolly Whaler motel site along Main Street at Betty’s Curve in West Brewster.  The Town hopes to create a gateway park at this important intersection.

**********

In addition to its assistance on acquisition projects, The Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank has provided general operating support to The Compact, enabling The Compact to provide full-time staff.  In 1990 the Bank sponsored production and publication costs for The Compact's first promotional brochure and identity package.  In 1994 the Bank supported The Compact's regional "Challenge for Cape Cod Wetlands," which encouraged landowners to preserve marshes and swamps.  In 2000 The Bank, through its Charitable Foundation, sponsored the printing costs of The Compact's booklet called Take Back The Cape: Opportunities for Undevelopment.

The Compact of Cape Cod Conservation Trusts is a regional service bureau for 25 non-profit land conservation trusts and watershed associations operating in Southeastern Massachusetts.  The Compact is grateful to the Cape Cod Five for its continuing support of private conservation initiatives around the Cape.

1/03

PAGE  
1

