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Lakes Region Conservation Trust
"Land conservation, education and advocacy"

LAND PROTECTION POLICIES AND ACQUISITION CRITERIA

The following land protection policies, acquisition criteria, and methods shall be used as a guide by the Lands Committee, Executive Committee, and Board of Trustees for the acquisition, amendment, stewardship, and conveyance of the Trust's real estate interests.

I.  POLICIES
A. The Trust protects only land that has value for conservation, education, or recreation purposes,

and that provides significant public benefit.

B. The Trust confines its land protection efforts to the 32-town Lakes Region as this jurisdiction is defined by the Lakes Region Planning Commission. The Trust will strive to protect land in as many of these towns as possible, and recognizes the importance of undertaking a project in a town where the Trust has not previously protected land.

C. The Trust has an interest in ensuring that land protection is done well by all conservation entities active in the Lakes Region, and will support such efforts accordingly.

D. The Trust protects land using those techniques that commit the fewest current and future

resources of the organization.

E. The Trust protects land only if the Trust can fulfill whatever stewardship responsibilities, i.e.

monitoring, management, and enforcement are associated with the given property.

F. The Trust will pursue gifts of "trade lands," which lack significant conservation, education, or

recreation values, and which will generate funds for supporting the mission of the Trust.

II.  ACQUISITION CRITERIA
To determine if a property has value for conservation, education, or recreation, or provides

"significant public benefit," the Trust will use as guidelines the criteria listed below and the IPS'

criteria for the "conservation purposes" test at Sec. 170(h)(4)(A) of the IRS Code.

A. NATURAL RESOURCE CRITERIA
-Habitat for plant or animal species classified by the state or federal government as rare,

endangered, or threatened

-Exemplary or critical habitat for plant or animal species not classified as rare, endangered, or

threatened

-Land connecting existed protected areas that enhances movement and protection of wildlife

-Scenic outlook or key element within a scenic landscape
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Appendix 8.4: Sample Criteria (General)

-Productivity for agricultural and/or forest products

-Land important for protecting quality or quantity of surface or underground waters, or for providing natural control of flooding

-Land providing public recreational opportunities consistent with the protection of natural resources

-Land providing important educational or research opportunities which also relate to other natural resource criteria

B. REQUIREMENTS
-Map sufficient for the Trust to fulfill its stewardship responsibilities, generally obtained before

acquisition of the real estate

-Marketable title, confirmed prior to the acquisition of the real estate, except where the financial cost to do so is high and the achieved reduction of risk, as determined by the Trust's attorney, is low

-Freedom from hazardous waste contamination including completion of the Hazardous Waste

Checklist and approval by the Trust's attorney

-Permanent, legal access to the property for monitoring, management, and enforcement; can be a

specifically deeded right to the Trust, or access via an existing legal public access

-Conformance to the Trust's public access policy (see Sect. IV A.)

C. OTHER FAVORABLE FACTORS
-Proximity to population centers for purposes of recreation, education, or scenic enjoyment by the

public

-Threat of development

-Low level of existing development

-Low degree of existing protection

-Location in a new area (town, ecosystem, etc.)

-Availability of funds to cover the Trust's acquisition and stewardship costs

-Ability of the property to produce income through activities not detrimental to natural resource

values

-Low potential for future monitoring, management, liability, or enforcement problems

-Conformance of the primary holder of a conservation easement to the Land Trust Alliance's "Land Trust Standards and Practices," where LRCT holds an executory interest

-Trade lands" must be suitable for resale, have substantial financial value, and meet the criteria

under Sect II B. except regarding public access.

8-37
( This material is designed to provide accurate, authoritative information in regard to the subject matter covered.  It is provided with the understanding that the Land Trust Alliance is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or other professional counsel.  If legal advice or other expert assistance is required, the services of competent professionals should be sought.






