The 1% for Open Space Program

Answers to Your Logistical Questions

THE DEFINITION

· The 1% for Open Space Program consists of the collection of a voluntary contribution of 1% on gross sales to be donated towards open space preservation in the Gunnison Valley.  

HOW YOU MAY PARTICIPATE

· Most businesses collect a 1% voluntary donation on every sale they conduct.  This is the preferred method.

· Some businesses make a personal donation every month.  They still sign a contract and set a payment schedule.

· If a 1% of a sale seems awkward, another amount may be chosen.  For example, if you are a massage therapist and charge $45.00 for a massage, adding a 1% voluntary donation may seem odd.  In this case you may add a pre-determined, even amount so your charge will be $46.00 or $45.50.

· We are willing to work with any scenario.  If you want to participate, and don’t find a reasonable solution here, talk with us and we’ll work it out.

SET-UP

· Businesses who work with cash registers generally add a line to appear on the receipt that indicates to the customer that a 1% voluntary donation has been made to the 1% program.

· For businesses who invoice we have included a sample invoice in this packet.

· We have volunteers (both an accountant and a cash register person) who can help with the set-up of the program if you encounter any difficulties.  

· We can also put you in contact with similar businesses who could be of assistance.

EDUCATING THE CUSTOMER

· If the business is collecting the 1% donation, it is IMPERATIVE that they notify the customer that the 1% is voluntary.  

· We have signs and brochures that can assist in this notification. A minimum of two signs is required (many businesses put one on the door and one near the cash register) to be displayed. This serves as notification.  We do not expect you to converse with every customer about the transaction, unless they ask directly.

· Since this is a donation, no sales tax should be due on the contribution.

· If a customer does not wish to make the donation, it is the businesses responsibility to take the 1% donation off of their bill.  This rarely happens.

TAX DEDUCTIONS


· The customer is making the donation and it is tax deductible.  

· If the business is not collecting the 1% from the customer, but making a 1% donation, then the business is entitled to the deduction.

CREDIT CARDS

· If the transaction is charged to a credit card, present participants have chosen to absorb the cost of any fee charged. For example, if you have $10,000 in credit card sales, your cost for collecting the open space donation is two cents (tax-deductible).

SENDING COLLECTIONS

· Most present participants are choosing to send their collections to the 1% for Open Space Program when they pay their sales tax—usually each month.  We can supply envelopes if desired.  You may also choose to pay on a quarterly basis if this is more convenient.

· If funds are not received in a timely manner, we will notify the participants of their delinquency.

· The amount of donations from each business will be kept strictly confidential.

WHO GETS THE MONEY

· All funds will go directly into open space, with a small percentage going towards the program’s operating costs.  This amount is currently between 2 and 3 %.  

· Any non-profit organization dedicated to permanent land preservation in the Gunnison Valley may apply to 1% for Open Space, Inc., for funds.  

· Funds collected north of Almont will be dispersed for preservation of open space north of Almont

· Funds collected south of Almont will be utilized south of Almont, unless the participating merchant requests a waiver to this restriction.  

OUR THANKS TO YOU

· All participating businesses will be listed in the 1% for Open Space ad, which runs every other week in the Crested Butte News and the Gunnison Country Times.

Thank you very much for your interest and willingness to participate in this program, 

and for helping to preserve open space in the Gunnison Valley.

Please remit funds to:
1% for Open Space, Inc.

P.O. Box 1974

Crested Butte, CO  81224

(970) 349-1775

